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In 2010, International Rivers celebrated 25 years of waging effective campaigns to protect the world’s 
endangered rivers and the communities that depend on them. What began as an all-volunteer effort to 
bring together a worldwide network of dam-affected people has blossomed into a professionally-staffed 
organization based in Berkeley, California, with offices in Brasilia, Mumbai, Bangkok, and Yaounde. 

I’m proud of our first 25 years of accomplishments and look forward to our next 25 years of strengthening 
the global movement for rivers and rights. Some of our achievements include:

•	 Stopping	destructive	dams,	from	Mexico	to	the	Mekong,	from	the	river	valleys	of	Nepal	to	the	
Amazon,	and	from	Namibia	to	the	Himalayas.	Together	with	our	partners,	International	Rivers	has	been	
responsible for a dramatic decrease in global dam construction over the past 25 years.

•	 Creating	a	global	movement	for	the	protection	of	rivers	and	rights.	Today,	almost	everywhere	that	a	
dam	is	planned,	it	meets	local	resistance.	This	is	no	accident.	The	talented	staff	of	International	Rivers	
has nurtured a worldwide movement for healthy rivers and human rights that is demanding a new, 21st 
century approach to river basin management.

•	 Being	the	driving	force	behind	the	formation	of	the	World	Commission	on	Dams,	whose	
recommendations form a gold standard for water and energy planning.

•	 Helping	to	broker	commitments	from	hydropower	companies	and	governments	to	compensate	dam-
affected	communities	in	Lesotho,	Laos,	Thailand	and	Brazil	—	and	ensuring	that	those	promises	are	kept!

2010	was	certainly	not	a	time	for	us	to	rest	on	our	laurels.	We	organized	Rivers	for	Life	3:	The	Third	
International	Meeting	of	Dam-affected	People	and	their	Allies	in	Temacapulín,	a	small	dam-affected	
community in rural Mexico. For five days, more than 300 people from 54 countries gathered together 
to laugh, cry, share stories, celebrate, and most importantly of all, to strategize about how to counter the 
growing	threats	to	the	world’s	rivers.	The	people	of	Temacapulín	graciously	shared	their	homes	with	dam-
affected	people	and	activists	from	all	over	the	world,	and	our	partners	at	IMDEC,	the	Mexican	Institute	
for	Community	Development,	worked	tirelessly	to	ensure	that	the	meeting	ran	smoothly.	To	our	Mexican	
friends	and	compañeros,	we	will	be	eternally	grateful.	To	the	international	community	of	activists	who	
attended Rivers for Life, your passion, strength and commitment are truly inspiring.

In 2010, we also ramped up pressure on governments in Southeast Asia to stop a series of disastrous dams 
planned for the Mekong mainstream; stepped up our campaign to stop proposed megadams in the Amazon; 
and coordinated a series of events to commemorate the 10-year anniversary of the World Commission on 
Dams.	You	can	read	all	about	our	achievements	in	our	Program	Highlights	section.

2010	ended	with	Patrick	McCully	announcing	that	he	would	leave	International	Rivers	at	the	beginning	
of	2011.	Paddy	is	greatly	missed	not	just	by	all	of	us	at	International	Rivers,	but	by	our	global	community	
of allies who came to depend on him and his vast knowledge. International Rivers would not be where it 
is	today	without	the	hard	work,	commitment	and	intellectual	rigor	provided	by	Paddy	over	his	17	years	at	
the	organization.	Thankfully,	Paddy	has	left	the	organization	financially	solid	and	with	a	strong	and	capable	
staff to carry on his important work. 

Finally, to all of you, our supporters, I want to thank you for your support. Our work would not be 
possible without your generosity.

For people, water and life,

Aviva Imhof
Interim	Executive	Director

Dear	Friend	of	International	Rivers,
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Dan	Beard
Martha Belcher 
Brent Blackwelder
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Drummond	Pike
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Brian Smith
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Gustavo Castro Soto (Mexico)
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International Rivers thanks all who supported 
our work in 2010 and especially:

International Rivers depends on the generosity of foundations and individuals. International 
Rivers is a registered 501(c)(3) organization and donations made to support our work are tax-
deductible as allowed by law.

2010 annUal RepoRt

$100,000 and oveR
Blue Moon Fund
Critical	Ecosystem	Partnership	Fund	
Ford Foundation 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund 
The	Kendeda	Fund	
The	McKnight	Foundation	
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Oxfam Australia 
The	Sigrid	Rausing	Trust	
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$10,000 to $99,999
Amazon Watch
American Jewish World Service 
Anonymous donor of RSF Social 
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Both	ENDS	
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation 
Conservation,	Food	&	Health	
Foundation 

Foundation	to	Promote	Open	
Society 

Fund for International Rivers
Google, Inc.
Klorfine Foundation
The	Libra	Foundation	
George and Miriam Martin 
Foundation
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Milan and Letitia Momirov,  
Marra Foundation
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Clif Bar Family Foundation
Gigi Coe and Mike Garland
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Lisa	Danzig
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Randi and Bob Fisher
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Gellert Family Foundation

Charles and Mary Gibbs, Zephyr 
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Grassroots Foundation
John	Harvey
Robert	Hass	and	Brenda	Hillman
Mark	Headley	and	Christina	Pehl
Marion	Hunt
Aviva Imhof
Institute	of	International	Education
Justin Laycob, Southern 
Explorations

Iara Lee and George Gund III 
Foundation

Leslie	and	Jacques	Leslie
Betty Lo Foundation
Ralph Luken
Jim Lutz, Vaya Adventures
Marcia	McNally	and	Randy	Hester
Steve J. Miller Foundation
Gail and Gerrish Milliken, Winky 
Foundation

Sarah Minick and Siddhartha Mitra
Deborah	Moore	and	Adam	Dawson
M-POWER
Thomas	Nerger
Patagonia	Environmental	Grants
Lucy	C.	Phillips
Welling	T.	Pope	
Rhodes University
Margaret Schink
Rosalind Seysses
Brian Smith and Josefina Jimenez
Sutherland Foundation
Theodore	A.	Von	Der	Ahe	Jr.
Worldwatch Institute
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Rivers for Life 3:  
The Third International 
Meeting of Dam-Affected 
People and their Allies

In October 2010, more than 
300 dam-affected people and 
dam activists from 54 countries 
descended on the tiny town of Temacapulín, located in the 
central highlands of Mexico, for the Third International 
Meeting of Dam-Affected People and their Allies. International 
Rivers was the main organizer of this event, the third such 
meeting that has taken place over the past 13 years. Over five 
days, dam-affected people and activists shared stories about their 
struggles, exchanged ideas and developed strategies to counter 
new threats to their rivers and rights. People left Temacapulín 
feeling energized by the sense of solidarity created at the 
meeting, and with renewed vigor to face the struggles ahead.

Defending the Rivers  
of the Amazon

International Rivers partnered 
with Amazon Watch and actors 
Sigourney Weaver and Dira Paes 
to produce a new Google Earth 
tour and video called “Defending 
the Rivers of the Amazon.” In the video, available in  
English and Portuguese, the actors take us on a journey  
through the Xingu Basin to reveal what would be lost if the 
Belo Monte Dam were built. The tour illustrates the impacts  
of diverting the mighty Xingu River, such as reducing access  
to water along a 100-km stretch called the “Big Bend,”  
where two indigenous tribes have lived for generations.  
The video is available on our website and our YouTube 
Channel. www.internationalrivers.org/node/6390

2010 pRoGRAM HIGHlIGHtS

In Brazil we supported local and indigenous 
communities in organizing against the massive 
Belo Monte Dam planned for the Xingu River. 
We worked to increase transparency at the 
Brazilian National Development Bank, a major 
funder of dams in the Amazon. We also ramped 
up our efforts to support communities in the 
Tapajós Basin — the next major Amazonian 
tributary slated for dam construction — and 
in southern Peru, where together with local 
organizations, we successfully delayed the 
Pakitzapango and Inambari dams.

Our work in Chilean Patagonia 
helped sway public opinion against 
the building of five controversial 
dams on the Baker and Pascua Rivers 
in Chilean Patagonia. The proposed 
US$3.2 billion project would flood 
at least 5,600 hectares of rare forest 
ecosystems, river valleys and farmlands 
in the Aysén region of southern Chile, 
including a portion of the Laguna San 
Rafael National Park. In 2010, the 
project continued to be delayed due 
to public opposition and technical 
concerns. 

We persuaded the Indian government to pay more attention 
to the concerns of environmental organizations and dam-
affected communities. After meeting with NGOs in September 
2010, the Minister of Environment asked the country’s Prime 
Minister to suspend all hydropower projects in the Himalayan 
state of Arunachal Pradesh, a dam-building hotspot.

By early 2010, International Rivers and our partner, Friends of Lake 
Turkana, had succeeded in discouraging the African Development 
Bank, the World Bank and the European Investment Bank from 
supporting the highly destructive Gibe III Dam in Ethiopia. Later 
that year, China’s largest bank agreed to partially fund the dam. This 
announcement only further energized the campaign working to stop 
the project, and the struggle is continuing. 

In 2010, we persuaded the 
world’s largest dam builder, 
China’s state-owned Sinohydro 
Corporation, to adopt an 
environmental policy reflecting 
the highest international standards. 
Sinohydro shared their draft 
policy with us, which was broadly 
consistent with international 
standards. We also continued 
to provide campaign support to 
communities affected by Chinese 
overseas dam-builders, and used 
these case studies to bring about 
environmental reforms across  
the sector.

International Rivers, together with 
the Save the Mekong Coalition, 
raised the pressure on dam-builders 
proposing dams on the Lower 
Mekong River’s mainstream 
through a growing civil society 
and community movement and 
high-profile media coverage. In an 
important success, a major report 
commissioned by a regional inter-
governmental body recommended 
a ten-year deferment on Mekong 
mainstream dams, representing 
a serious challenge to the dam-
builders who nonetheless seek to 
push ahead with their plans.
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$100 to $999 
Monti Aguirre 
Hisham	Ahmed	
George Allerton 
Jay Anderson 
Mark F. Anderson and  

Kimberlee S. Stryker 
Mark Angelo, Renewable 

Resources
Anonymous	(6)	
Anthony Antich*
John Arthur 
Elizabeth	Atkins	
Victor Auito 
Victoria Ayres 
Elizabeth	Baker	
Shipra Bansal 
Bill Barclay 
Bill Bardeen 
Jon Bauer 
Steven Beckendorf 
Michael Bedford and Sarah Sutro 
Martha Belcher and Martin 

Wagner*
Julie Benello 
Brent	and	Teresa	Blackwelder	
David	J.H.	Blake	
Maria	Tara	Blasco	
Chela Blitt 
Elisabeth	Bloomfield	
Diana	Bohn	
Guenther Bollmann 
Edith	Borie	
Cheryl Bowlan 
Anthony Boxall 
Thomas	Bressan	
Lee	and	Hillary	Brick	MacDonald	
Warren Brockelman 
Toni	and	Philip	Brooks	
Dorian	Brooks	and	Malcolm	

Kottler 
Helena	Brykarz	
Zoe Katherine Burke 
Carrie and Jim Burroughs 
Hal	Candee	
Shelly Candel, Movieposter.com
Terry	Cannon	
Gustave Carlson, Jr. and Caroline 

Seekinger 
André Carothers
Catherine Caufield 
Glen and Bobbie Ceiley 

Foundation 
Patricia	Chang	
Steven and Martina Chapman, 

Foundation	for	Ecology	and	
Culture

Michelle Clanahan 
Dana	Clark	and	Scott	Roach	
Diana	Cohn	and	Craig	Merrilees	
Kevin Connelly 
John Conner*
Jan	D’Alessandro	
Michael	and	Nancy	Daniels	
Marcy	Darnovsky	and	Barry	

Zuckerman 
Monica	and	Barry	Davis	

Robert	Dawson	and	Ellen	
Manchester 

Patrick	de	Rham	
Raj	and	Helen	Desai	
Jim	Desser	
Chris	Desser	and	Kirk	Marckwald	
Polk	Deters	
Zephyr	Detrano	
Dale	Djerassi	
Marta	Drury	and	Kerry	Lobel	
Stuart	During	
Christopher	Earle	
Jill	Eisenberg	
Edward	Elkin	
Yael  M. Falicov 
Mary Felley 
Teresa	Ferrari	and	Jeff	Saarman	
Isabel Fondevila 
Leonard	H.	Fremont	
Claudio Gilberto Froehlich 
Marilyn Gabor 
Caleb and Sidney B. Gates 
John Gerstle 
Leah	M.	Gibbs	and	John	D.	Jansen			
Jonmin and Robert Goodland 
Sally	Goodwin	and	Kurt	Hoelting	
Caryn Gottcent 
Jo Anne and John Gottcent 
Karin Graves 
Gemma Grott*
Bob	Halcomb	
Elissa	Hambrecht	
Stephen	Hamilton	 

and Suzanne Sippel 
David	Hankin	and	Nancy	

Diamond	
Byron	Hann	
David	L.	Harrison	
Suzanne	Hathaway	
Christine	Hayes	
David	W.	Hettig	
Donald	and	Louise	Heyneman	
Edd	Hill	
Martha	Hodgkins	and	Brian	D.	

Richter 
Michael	Hohmeyer	
Mary	Houghteling	
Tom	Huntington	and	Shelly	

Guyer 
Alexander James 
Erik	Johnson	and	Kath	Delaney	
Barbara	Rose	Johnston	and	Ted	

Edwards,	Center	for	Political	
Ecology

Jens Junghans 
Mike Kappus, Rosebud Agency
Dorka	Keehn	
Danny	Kennedy	and	Miya	

Yoshitani 
Alison Kern 
Thomas	King	
Soudary Kittivong-Greenbaum 

and	David	Greenbaum	
Lauren	T.	Klein	
Richard and Margaret Knowlton 
Ernesta	Kraczkiewicz*
Jane	Kramer	and	Dr.	Mitchell	

Feldman 

Christopher Kroll 
Catherine Kunkel 
Mary Lear 
Mary Lellouche 
Annie Leonard 
Zahavah Levine 
Anna Lewington 
Warren Linney 
Christopher Lish 
Aura Llerena 
Andrew Luk 
Lisa Lum 
Kent	MacDougall	
Helmut	Maier	
Juliette	Majot	and	 

Ian McWilliam 
Kitty Margolis 
James Marks 
Gail Marsh 
Jun-ichiro Matsuda*
Andy Maul 
Patrick	McCully	and	 

Sarah Bardeen 
Anna and Rob McKay 
Carlos	Mejia	
Marcia	D.	Miller	
Flavia Millikan 
J.	Edward	Milner	M.	
Colleen Mlecoch and Janet 

Anderson 
Maud Montserrat Wassam 
Nick	and	Sloane	Morgan	
Kathryn Morrow 
William F. Mosca  

and Cecily Wilson 
Charles	Neidich	
Barry	Nelson	and	Jill	Cornwell	
Warren	and	Marcia	Nute	
Meaveen O’Connor 
Wick	Pancoast	and	Carrie	Wilson	
Ed	Payne	and	Liss	Fain	
Cymie	Payne	and	Stephen	Elston	
David	N.	Pellow	and	Lisa	Parks*
Long	P.	Pham	
Alejandro	Pimentel,	Aura	Aparicio	

and	Ixchel	Pimentel-Aparicio	
John	Polacheck	
Kenneth	Pomeranz	
Sandra	Postel,	Global	Water	 

Policy	Project
Bill	and	Lori	Pottinger	
Roberto	Primelles	
Rachel	Pringle	
Bonnie Raitt 
Liz Rantz and Jonah Sandford 
Clemens Ratschan 
John Reid and Carol Andrews, 

Conservation Strategy Fund
Daniel	Roemer	and	Eve	Cominos	
James Rogers 
Amy	Roth	and	Bob	Epstein	
Noel	Rowe	
Robert Rutemoeller 
Joyce Sabel 
Penny	Sanger	
Heather	Sarantis	
Fred Scatena 
Olga Schloss 

Daniel	Schneider	
Camilla Schneider 
Thayer	and	Mary	Scudder	
Caroline Seckinger and Gustave 

Carlson 
Paul	and	Kristin	Seeman	
Saghir Shaikh 
Adam and Wendy Shapiro 
Ida Shaw 
Doris	Shen	
Craig Siegel 
Sign	Sign	Display	and	Allied	Crafts	

Local	Union	No.	510	
Bibi Sillem 
Leonard Sklar and Amy Luers 
Susan Smegal 
Ronald Smith 
Ladan Sobhani 
Joshua M. Sperry and Ilinisa 

Hendrickson	
Raphael Sperry and Laura Juran 
Michael Stein 
Jonas	Stenquist	
Ann Stewart 
Susan Strasser 
Valerie Syme 
Hiroaki	Takenouchi	
Jennifer	Talbot	
Tides	Foundation,	advised	by	Ms.	

Penny	Cabot	
Richard	Vanden	Heuvel*
Francesca Vietor 
Lindsay Vurek 
Meeta Vyas 
Laurie Wayburn 
Bernhard	Wehrli	EAWAG	-	ETH
Jonathan Weisblatt 
Margaret Welke 
Pam	Wellner	
Janet and Jim Wenninger 
Kim Wilson 
Christina Wirkus 
Susanne Wong and Craig Latimer 
Sally Woodbridge 
Mary Woolsey 
Joseph Yan 
Lena and Gabe Zentall 
Helen	Zipperlen	
Ben Zuckerman

MatcHInG GIfts and 
WoRkplace GIvInG
Google	Matching	Gifts	Team
Hewlett-Packard
Kaiser	Permanente	Community	

Giving Campaign
PG&E	Corporation
Prudential	Foundation	 

Matching Gift
QUALCOMM Matching  

Gift	Program
United Way California  

Capital Region

2010 donors

*	Indicates	a	River	Healer	(monthly	sustainer)



 i n t e R n A t i o n A l  R i v e R s    |    7

2010 annUal RepoRt

consUltants
Back	to	Earth	Catering
Andre Campos
Jeff Conant
Chandra Cerrito,  

Art Advisors
Verena Glass
Marika	Holmgren,	 

Organic	Events
Gary	Hughes
Zachary	Hurwitz
Erik	Johnson,	Madera	Group
Alexander Koberle
Telma	Monteiro
Peng	Xiaoma

InteRns
Lilian Cléa Rodrigues Alves
Megan Chettle
Jill	Eisenberg
Ruth Gebreyesus
Martina	Plaza
Kate Ross
Alexandra Sirowy
Alexandra	Teixeira

volUnteeRs
Jocie Bartlett
Sinan Chu
Francesco Gastaldon
Xin Guo
Emile	Janse
Jessica Robbins
Mingyuan Song
Raviv Waldman

specIal tHanks
Eli	Noyes,	Alligator	Planet
Carla	Pataky
Carmen	Díaz,	Monica	Montalvo,	Yeriel	Salcedo,	
Marco	von	Borstel	and	María	Gonzalez	of	
IMDEC,	the	volunteer	staff	and	the	residents	 
of	Temacapulín	who	made	Rivers	for	Life	3	a	
great success

financial Report
stateMent of fInancIal actIvIty – JanUaRy 1 to deceMBeR 31, 2010

the luna B. leopold legacy society was established to 
strengthen international Rivers’ long-term financial health and 
to support our efforts to protect rivers around the world and 
defend the rights of people who depend on them. 

international Rivers can accept the following planned gifts: 

•	 Bequests
•	 Insurance	Policies
•	 Deferred	Employee	Benefits
•	 Retirement	Assets	

Contact	our	Development	Department	for	 
more information: +1 510 848 1155 ext. 301  
or karolo@internationalrivers.org. 

please consult with your financial advisors to discuss your 
charitable giving options.

planned GIvInG
tHe lUna B. leopold leGacy socIety
a leGacy foR lIvInG RIveRs

total IncoMe $2,271,431

ChAnge in net Assets: $69,227    

NEt	AssEts	At	END	of	yEAR:	$228,293

RevenUe eXpenses

total eXpenses $2,202,204

*	Indicates	a	River	Healer	(monthly	sustainer)

Grants
$1,859,612 (82%)

Contributions 
$305,542 (13%) 

Events (net) 
$56,335 (3%) 

Other
$49,942 (2%) 

INCOME

Program Activities 
$1,613,433 (73%) 

Fundraising
$249,933 (12%) 

Administration
$338,838 (15%) 

EXPENSES 

EXPENSES 

Grants
$1,859,612 (82%)

Contributions 
$305,542 (13%) 

Events (net) 
$56,335 (3%) 

Other
$49,942 (2%) 

INCOME

Program Activities 
$1,613,433 (73%) 

Fundraising
$249,933 (12%) 

Administration
$338,838 (15%) 

EXPENSES 

EXPENSES 

To obtain a copy of International Rivers’ most recent audited financial statement or IRS form 990, please contact membership@internationalrivers.org.



Monti Aguirre,	Latin	America	Program	Coordinator

Karolo Aparicio,	Director	of	Individual	Giving

Peter Bosshard,	Policy	Director

Elizabeth Brink,	Technology	Director/River	Revival	
and	Day	of	Action	for	Rivers	Coordinator	

Pianporn Deetes, Mekong Campaigner

Ian Elwood,	Web	Producer

Jamie Greenblatt,	Assistant	to	the	Executive	Director

Terri Hathaway,	Africa	Program	Director

Inanna Hazel,	Director	of	Finance	and	Operations

Aviva Imhof,	Campaigns	Director

Shannon Lawrence,	Senior	Policy	Analyst

Aaron Levy,	IT	Administrator

Berklee Lowrey-Evans, Online Organizer and 
Campaigns Assistant

Grace Mang,	China	Global	Program	Coordinator	

Patrick McCully,	Executive	Director

Ikuko Matsumoto,	Laos	Program	Director

Samir Mehta,	South	Asia	Program	Director

Lia Metz, Bookkeeper and Office Manager

Carl Middleton,	Southeast	Asia	Program	Director

Brent Millikan,	Amazon	Program	Director			

Payal Parekh,	Climate	Program	Director

Lori Pottinger,	Editor,	World Rivers Review  
and Africa Campaigns

Elizabeth Sabel,	Foundations	Director

Ame Trandem, Mekong Campaigner   

Susanne Wong,	Special	Projects	Coordinator	

Katy Yan, Campaigns Assistant and Intern  
and Volunteer Coordinator

2150 Allston Way, ste 300 
Berkeley, CA 94704
usA
internationalrivers.org
tel: +1 510-848-1155

InteRnatIonal RIveRs MIssIon 

International Rivers protects rivers and defends the rights of communities 
that depend on them. We work to stop destructive dams and promote 
water	and	energy	solutions	for	a	just	and	sustainable	world.

International Rivers staff




